
“We do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed 

day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 

temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:16-18.  

Dear Christian friends, 

This summer I was confronted with the reality that I am not a very good Canadian. There was much ado 

broadcast about the final concert tour of the “Tragically Hip” and their lead Gord Downie who has been 

diagnosed with brain cancer. My confession is that I couldn’t name any songs attributed to this all-star 

Canadian band. (Numerous people including our Prime Minister lauded them to the heavens.) I have 

researched this band on the internet and still can’t name a single song I would recognize as specifically 

Tragically Hip! Apparently they are a Canadian Icon and my Canadiana is waning. Alas; The demise of my 

Canadian identity. 

Now this event really has not created a national identity crisis in me. My birth certificate certifies I was 

born in this country; my passport is issued through the Government of Canada and I pay Canadian taxes. 

I still am Canadian, as are all those other citizens of Canada who can’t immediately identify a Tragically 

Hip song!  

An identity is very important to one’s self. Most important is our identity to God. November 1 is All 

Saints Day. The Church marks the day as one of remembrance for all those souls who were united to 

Christ’s death and resurrection through baptism and have died to now rest in God’s eternal peace. Their 

identity is certain. We proclaim that they belong to the Church Triumphant. No more shall the devil or 

sin have any opportunity to tempt or torment them. Theirs is the victory through our LORD Jesus Christ. 

Our identity to Christ also is established by God through baptism and we are given the opportunity to 

daily renew that identity. Luther writes about baptism, “Therefore let all Christians regard their baptism 

as the daily garment that they are to wear all the time. Every day they should be found in faith and with 

its fruits, supressing the old creature and growing up in the new. If we want to be Christians, we must 

practice the work that makes us Christians, and let those who fall away return to it.”i Our identity is a 

way of life. It is something we should practice daily.  We are strengthened day by day as we remember 

the precious garment of baptism and all its promises.  It is how the saints lived their lives. They knew to 

whom they belonged. They understood that their Redeemer lives!  

When in doubt as to whom you belong, declare “I am baptized” and remember all the promises of God 

contained in God’s holy command. Our outer nature is wasting away. Someday I may well forget that I 

am Canadian (that is part of my outer nature) but God will always know me, for that is God’s renewal of 

my inner nature every day.  

Blessed be God who knows us and keeps us every day. 

In Christ forever, 

Pastor Kevin. 

                                                           
i
“Baptism The Large Catechism” The Book of Concord The Confessions of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Robert 
Kolb and Timothy J. Wengert, editors. Fortress Press, Minneapolis. ©2000. P. 466. 


